Histopathologic findings after cis-platinum bleomycin therapy in advanced previously untreated head and neck carcinoma.
Eleven patients with unresectable or marginally resectable (stage III and IV) cancer of the head and neck were treated according to protocol with preoperative chemotherapy, surgical resection, and postoperative radiotherapy. Chemotherapy consisted of a combination of cis-diamminedichloroplatinum (II) (cis-DDP), 120 mg/M2, and bleomycin, 15 mg/M2, given sequentially during a three week treatment period. Seven patients initially had unresectable lesions which became amenable to surgical resection after chemotherapy. All eleven patients had approximately a 25 to 100 per cent reduction in tumor size. Histopathologic examination after chemotherapy showed a marked tendency towards cellular differentiation and keratin formation. Tumor necrosis was conspicuous by its absence. These histologic changes appear to be different from those seen after the use of other chemotherapeutic agents and radiotherapy. The histopathologic results closely resemble those found after the administration of bleomycin alone, although considerably accentuated.